From: Michael Leidig

Sent: Wednesday, January 14, 2015 7:00 PM
To: 'heidi.blake@buzzfeed.com'
Subject: RE: Touching base

Yes we already do a lot of work for buzzfeed but not anything you'd be interested in, it's the tabloid stories that provide
the funding for everything else we do.

Mind you | reckon I'm happier with that than taking money for PR or marketing firms to include stuff in our news feed.
Or a sponsor with vested interests for that matter.

Turned down a small fortune yesterday to include a story about an Austrian/International celebrity who'd won an award
for charity work.

What | want to do is deliver finished investigations that we do here simply because we are interested in them, like the
child trafficking, and to have a network of editors like you trying to place the items where they will probably find the
most interest.

Money is not the main priority, happy also to work for free if the story is the right one, at the end of the day it all helps
to build up a reputation for what we are doing.

I'm happy to talk in February, although | do have a story on corruption involving Microsoft and the former PR agency
that used to employ the British justice minister Grayling which is written and ready to go — are you interested in looking
at it? | have all the leaked documents necessary to keep the lawyers happy.

| had been planning to do it for my friend at private eye exclusive but he decided the Grayling angle was too weak. He is
quite correct of course, the only connection really is that it's the place he used to work and | don't think he had anything
to do with the Microsoft deal which | found out about.

Anyway, also happy to leave it until February where I'm sure we will have some other ideas and good luck with the book
project, sounds very exciting. | can't say that my books have ever been very well read, but I've always enjoyed doing

them and | consoled myself with it's not getting there, but it's how you get there that counts.

Pass my regards onto Jonathan, and | will leave you with my Strasser story sent earlier this week to the UK media.

See below and wishing you all the best for 2015.

(starts)

A corrupt MEP caught by a Brxtzsh newspaper otfenng to propose amendments to 'EU iaws m

into a three- -year-jail tcmi




From: Heidi Blake via Linked I | A

Sent: Mittwoch, 14. Janner 2015 18:12
To: Mike Leidig
Subject: RE: Touching base

Linked{: .

F): Heidi Blake
‘| Assistant Editor at The Sunday Times attached to the Insight investigations team.

Hi Mike!

Great to hear from you. I'd love to chat to you about your investigations. Jonathan and |
are up against a fiendish deadline on our book about Fifa just now, but could we touch




base in February? | haven't moved yet but am accessing BuzzFeed email —
heidi.blake@buzzfeed.com

Speak soon!
Heidi

On 01/14/15 8:49 AM, Mike Leidig wrote:

Happy New Year and all that and congratulations on the appointment. Read it in Press
Gazette. Child Trafficking is still out there if you are interested, also | have a new
investigations team with a former Dow Jones / Wall Street Journal reporter who is running
it and slowly coming over to the dark side. Lots of investigations we'd like to place if you
are interested?

Looking to try and do something new though, | think the old newspaper model is still
influencing too much the way we work.

Left a message on your old mobile number but not sure if it is still active?

Best as always

Mike

 Replying via your email application will message everyone in the conversation.

© 2014 LinkedIn Ireland Limited. LinkedIn, the LinkedIn logo, and InMail are registered trademarks of LinkedIn
Corporation in the United States and/or other countries. All rights reserved.

You are receiving member message notifications emails. Unsubscribe
This email was intended for Mike Leidig (at). Learn why we included this.

LinkedIn:is a registered business name of LinkedIn Ireland Limited:
Registered in Ireland as a private limited company, Company Number 477441
Registered Office: 70 Sir John Roberson's Quay, Dublin 2






