
From Craig Silverman

Sent 3/25/2015 23107 PM

To Heidi Blake

CC Robert Colvile Alan White Tom Phillips

Subject Re CEN piece

Hi all

Thank you Robert for the edits and feedback Ill go through the new version soon

will look at that lead anecdote to nail down the CEN involvement also now have connection to

correspondent for La Nacion who works in the region of Argentina where the woman is from Im hoping we

can get quote from her about he impact of the false claim about her

ill get back into the story in about two hours from now and will add in that info and respond to any
comments etc also have new quote from Farhad Manjoo to insert re CEN

Best regards
Craig

On Wednesday March 25 2015 Heidi Blake heidi .blake@buzzfeed.com wrote

will read and get back with comments by the morrow

Heidi Blake UK Investigations Editor

BuzzFeed News

40 Argyll Street

London W1F 7EB

@HeidilBlake https//twitter.com/HeidilBlake

On Wed Mar 25 2015 at 606 PM Robert Colvile robert.colvile@buzzfeed.com

javascripte%7B%7D cvml robert.colvile@buzzfeed.com wrote

Hi guys

Have now been through with as fine tooth comb as can manage though would still appreciate Heidi

taking look Have also restructured including losing the scene-setting summary of findings as think it

underplays total conclusion see what you think pasted below for reference

Have marked various places where more work needed or have queries or others did Some big points on

that.

As per Toms mark am galactically unhappy leading this off with story where we cant actually verify

that CEN supplied the words as well as the images undermines us from the start Can we move heaven and

earth to find out even if it means appealing to friendly souls at the publications who ended up using
it Otherwise we need to go in with Bieber and the bear then put that lower down



More generally how are we sure that these stories are by CEN what evidence do we have Subscription
to their feed or just the similarity of the text Need to state clearly and explicitly in each case

On the coverage of the teacher we need to see the examples of use and link to them would also be

great to make an effort to find her and to clear up the chronology have tried to do so but need it to

be watertight

Have we got all the stories/sites being linked to snapshotted and saved Assume so but need to do if

not in case they change/are moved

Theres mention of Hannes Urban and Lucy Tipler quotes plus some more to come would be great to

include More generally any quotes from former staffers are absolute gold Can we identify anyone who

might be willing to talk Assume youve done but thought should flag..

Similarly how big is CEN How many employees how much revenue We dont need to get forensic but we

should be at least able to get the rough statements from 192 or similar otherwise were relying on their

own account of their business trajectory from the Press Gazette piece Same with Journalism Without

Borders is it registered with the charities Commission or Austrian equivalent

Also felt it needed slightly wider conclusion wrote one in but up for negotiation

Hope that all makes sense This is so close to being fantastic piece but we absolutely need to stick

the landing..

Rob

PS Shortened version of the summary below for collective record

Since the summer of 2014 CEN has been the source or key distributor of stories about

Russian bear being scared off by Justin Bieber ringtone
Chinese backpacker offering sex in return for helping to fund her vacation
woman who inadvertently caused car crash while sunbathing
Chinese man who got tapeworm after eating sashimi
two-headed goat born in china

These were respectively false marketing stunt unprovable and accompanied by picture that was three

years old ci rculated alongside completely unrelated images that appear to have on gi nated in the British

Medical Journal and based on picture that forensics expert appears to have been altered and for

which CENaffiliated website supplied quotes that are most likely fabricated
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