From: Alan White [alan.white@buzzfeed.com]

Sent: 3/26/2015 4:34:37 AM

To: Tom Phillips [tom.phillips@buzzfeed.com]
Subject: Re: Fwd: Touching base

[shruggyl

on Thu, Mar 26, 2015 at 8:33 AM, Tom Phillips <tom.phillips@buzzfeed.com> wrote:

Is there any evidence, do you think, that any of these investigations of his ever saw the light of day?

On 26 Mar 2015 08:29, "Tom Phillips" <tom.phillips@buzzfeed.com> wrote:

B1imey

on 25 Mar 2015 20:22, "Alan white" <alan.white@buzzfeed.com> wrote:

—————————— Forwarded message ----------

From: Heidi Blake <heidi.blake@buzzfeed.com>

Date: wed, Mar 25, 2015 at 7:57 PM

Subject: Fwd: Touching base

To: Alan white <alan.white@buzzfeed.com>, Robert Colvile <robert.colvile@buzzfeed.com>

In confidence, dug out this email from Leidig ... we spoke last year about a big investigation he was
doing into child trafficking and he got in touch on LinkedIn to see if it might work for BuzzFeed &
followed up by email. Interesting that he leapt to defend the 'tabloid' stories they do without me even
asking about them — and says that they churn those out to drum up funding for their investigations. I
never got round to responding to this but in Tlight of your stuff it's quite interesting ...

Heidi Blake | UK Investigations Editor

BuzzFeed News
40 Argyll Street,

London, W1F 7EB

@Heidi1Blake <https://twitter.com/HeidilBlake>

—————————— Forwarded message ----------
From: Michael Leidig <editor@cen.at>
Date: Wed, Jan 14, 2015 at 6:00 PM
Subject: RE: Touching base

To: heidi.blake@buzzfeed.com

Yes we already do a lot of work for buzzfeed but not anything you'd be interested in, it's the tabloid
stories that provide the funding for everything else we do.
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Mind you I reckon I'm happier with that than taking money for PR or marketing firms to include stuff in
our news feed. Or a sponsor with vested interests for that matter.

Turned down a small fortune yesterday to include a story about an Austrian/International celebrity who'd
won an award for charity work.

what I want to do is deliver finished investigations that we do here simply because we are interested in
them, Tike the child trafficking, and to have a network of editors Tike you trying to place the items
where they will probably find the most interest.

Money 1is not the main priority, happy also to work for free if the story is the right one, at the end of
the day it all helps to build up a reputation for what we are doing.

I'm happy to talk in February, although I do have a story on corruption involving Microsoft and the
former PR agency that used to employ the British justice minister Grayling which is written and ready to
go — are you interested in looking at it? I have all the leaked documents necessary to keep the Tawyers

happy.

I had been planning to do it for my friend at private eye exclusive but he decided the Grayling angle was
too weak. He is quite correct of course, the only connection really is that it's the place he used to
work and I don't think he had anything to do with the Microsoft deal which I found out about.

Anyway, also happy to leave it until February where I'm sure we will have some other ideas and good luck
with the book project, sounds very exciting. I can't say that my books have ever been very well read, but
I've always enjoyed doing them and I consoled myself with it's not getting there, but it's how you get
there that counts.

Pass my regards onto Jonathan, and I will leave you with my Strasser story sent earlier this week to the
UK media.

See below and wishing you all the best for 2015.

Central European News www.cen.at/www.europics.at
24-hr news mobile: +43 676 390 6291 <tel:%2B43%20676%20390%206291> . Mail: online@cenagency.com.
For Terms and Conditions See: http://www.cen.at/terms.html

(starts)

A corrupt MEP caught by a British newspaper offering to propose amendments to EU laws in exchange for
100,000 EUR (78,000 GBP) a year has been allowed go back to work just two months into a three-year-jail
term.

Austrian Ernst Strasser, 58, also a former interior minister of Austria, was originally given a four-year
term in 2013 after he was filmed by reporters from the Sunday Times newspaper offering te pursue
amendments to a planned Taw on hedge funds for cash.

After a retrial, he was sentenced to three-and-a-half years in jail for bribery by a vienna court in

March Tast year, which was reduced again in October by the country's highest court to three years taking
into account the massive fall from grace that he had experienced by his actions.
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Strassser's lawyer Thomas Kralik had appealed the sentence in March, saying: "To a certain extent this
was entrapment. Had they not put the carrot before his nose, there would have been no case to answer."
And he added: "He is now politically and socially a dead man." However Strasser, a member of the
conservative Peoples’' Party (0evP) who had served as interior minister from 2000-2004, has spent just
eight weeks in prison since beginning his sentence towards the end of last year and is now allowed to
Teave on a daily basis in order to start work as a consultant once again.

He is obliged only to sleep in the jail, arriving back at his two man cell in the late evening.

when his jail sentence was finally confirmed, Supreme Court President Eckart Ratz said it was "vital for
democracy to fight against people who use politics to line their own pockets". He then addressed Strasser
directly as he told him: "An EU parliamentarian who is corrupt is an evil that destabilises and calls
into question the functioning of the European Union."

Strasser is being held at the prison in Simmering on the outskirts of the Austrian capital Vienna.

(ends)

From: Heidi Blake via LinkedIn [mailto:member@linkedin.com]
Sent: Mittwoch, 14. Janner 2015 18:12

To: Mike Leidig

Subject: RE: Touching base

<https://www.linkedin.com/blink?simpleRedirect=34MnShBgmpFqSdxrDdvoS9BrjRHpipLpSZIbm8JoS9BriRIrmZzbmNIpjR
DrCBHOS50t2pInTFHIM9kjBwM14thgjRKpmILT16hFripMrmuzt2pDdiQRrjTRUnsQqiRSrTBIdPRBTPOShbSkLrmZzbCVFp6THrCBIbDLT
tOYLeDdMt7hEQmsgID=I15961177689221005319_500&markAsRead=> LinkedIn
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<https://www.linkedin.com/blink?simpleRedirect=38RcjOSdPOUCPR41nIBOCRBIrioNc5ZApmBCgmIzomvPnSdypmQzgskCreB
XrmkNrTgNbmzZQrsxMbm8J0S9Br1ZI rmZzbmNIpjRDrCBHoSS50t2pInTFHIm9kjBwMl4thgjRKpmILT16hFripSs6uzt2pDdiQRrjTRUNSQ
qiRSrTBIdPRBFPISbSkLrmzzbCVFp6THrCBIbDLTLOYLeDdMt7hE&mMsgID=15961177689221005319_500&markAsRead=> Heidi
Blake

<https://www.linkedin.com/blink?simpleRedirect=00dj4MdzsMe3czh4BOpmIIpmQCcilvp61FpCBHOS5KSRZZzoCTIFmIBICNF
OMRBcmZQciRBrm5Kbm8JoS9Br1ZIrmZzbmNIpjRDrCBHoS50t2p1lnTFHim9kjBwM14thgjRKpmILT16hFripSs6UZt2pDdiQRrjTRuUNsQq
iRSrTBIdPRBTPISbSkLrmzzbCVFp6THrCBIbDTTLOYLeDdME7hE&MSgID=15961177689221005319_500&markAsRead=> Heidi
Blake

Assistant Editor at The Sunday Times attached to the Insight investigations team.

Hi Mike!

Great to hear from you. I'd Tove to chat to you about your investigations. Jonathan and I are up against
a fiendish deadline on our book about Fifa just now, but could we touch base in February? I haven't moved
yet but am accessing BuzzFeed email — <mailto:heidi.blake@buzzfeed.com> heidi.blake@buzzfeed.com

Speak soon!

Heidi

on 01/14/15 8:49 AM, Mike Leidig wrote:

Happy New Year and all that and congratulations on the appointment. Read it in Press Gazette. Child
Trafficking is still out there if you are interested, also I have a new investigations team with a former
Dow Jones / Wall Street Journal reporter who is running it and slowly coming over to the dark side. Lots
of investigations we'd like to place if you are interested?

Looking to try and do something new though, I think the old newspaper model is still influencing too much
the way we work.

Left a message on your old mobile number but not sure if it is still active?
Best as always

Mike
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<https://www.linkedin.com/blink?simpleRedirect=38RcjO0SdPOUCPR41nIBOCRBrioMc3Tvej4PdjOMc]80ejwSdPsNcjovdkA
Zh4BIpnhF9z4MnShBgmpFqSdxrbdvoS9BrjRHpipIgmSIpj5Lt34IumNMpn8IoyRzoCT InSRIrScIr6RBFmtKgmIzon9Q9ASvuCI9oBhe
m31khR51FfmVBgSZkp6BI9CtPjmzkumNMpn8ZoipDdiQRrjTRUNsQqiRSrTBIAPRBFPIShSkLrmzzbCVFp6THrCBIbDtTtOYLeDdME7hE&
msgID=I5961177689221005319_500&markAsRead=> Reply to Heidi

info <http://s.c.Inkd.licdn.com/scds/common/u/images/email/icons/icon_info_gray_13x13_v1.png>

Replying via your email application will message everyone in the conversation.

© 2014 LinkedIn Ireland Limited. LinkedIn, the LinkedIn logo, and InMail are registered trademarks of
LinkedIn Corporation in the United States and/or other countries. All rights reserved.

You are receiving member message notifications emails.
<https://www.linkedin.com/blink?simpleRedirect=pPkIdmQRtnNBTd6AITCZVr3sZp6BBICTtjdmgPoSSxgnleqTpxcTpmbmFzhk
hF1TS5EpmB2pjl20T1FAUMCNdSTgt30RT179VE4RPmz5I0D10Tk51gk56jANSkkIThCkIhRS1FfmhFrsMCejlvp61FpCBHoSS5KsRZzoCT Ifmd
BOCORsSVRbmMoJ0S9Br1ZI rmZzbmNIpjRDrCBHOSS50t2p1nTFHIim9kjBwMl4thgjRKpmILT16hFripKtmMZt2pDdiQRrjTRUNsQgiRSrTBI
dPRBTPISbSkLrmzzbCVFp6THrCBIbDtTLOYLeDdMt7hE&RmMsgID=15961177689221005319_500&markAsRead=> Unsubscribe
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This email was intended for Mike Leidig (at).
<https://www.linkedin.com/blink?simpleRedirect=3wUdPgzZp4BBr6dFt79x9z4MnShBgmpFgSdxrDdvoS9BrjRHpiplnTFHIim9
kiBwMl4thgjRKpmIL16hFripIsBI1BoSBSsClisClIrThPtmcZoipbdiQRrj1RUNSQQiRSrTBIAPRBFPISHSkLIrmZzbCVFp6THrCBIbDLT
tOYLeDdMt7hE&msgID=15961177689221005319_500&markAsRead=> Learn why we included this.

LinkedIn is a registered business name of LinkedIn Ireland Limited.
Registered in Ireland as a private limited company, Company Number 477441

Registered Office: 70 Sir John Roberson's Quay, Dublin 2

<http://www.linkedin.com/emimp/71yov-idwyuSm5-5g.gif>

Alan white
Breaking News Reporter, BuzzFeed UK

<https://twitter.com/aljwhite> @aljwhite

2nd Floor, 40 Argyll Street, London, W1lF 7EB

Alan white
Breaking News Reporter, BuzzFeed UK
<https://twitter.com/aljwhite> @aljwhite

2nd Floor, 40 Argyll Street, London, W1lF 7EB
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